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Section A: Source-Based Case Study 

 
Question 1 is compulsory for all candidates. 

 
 
Study the Background Information and the sources carefully, and then answer all the questions. 
 
You may use any of the sources to help you to answer the questions, in addition to those 
sources you are told to use. In answering the questions, you should use your knowledge of the 
topic to help you interpret and evaluate the sources. 
 
 
 
1 (a) Study Source A. 

 
Why was the cartoon published? Explain your answer.                   

 
 

[5] 
 

     
 (b) Study Source B.  

 
How far can you trust what the Soviets are saying about the Berlin Crisis?  
Explain your answer. 
 

 
 
 

[6] 
 

    
 (c) Study Sources C and D.  

 
How far does Source C make you surprised by Source D? Explain your 
answer.            
 
 

 
 
 

[6] 

 (d) Study Source E.  
  

 
 
 
(e) 

 
What is the message of the source? Explain your answer. 
 
 
Study all the sources. 
 
‘USSR’s actions in the Berlin Crisis deepened Cold War tensions.’ How far do 
the sources support this view? Use the sources and your knowledge to explain 
your answer. 

 
[5] 

 
 
 
 

 
 
[8] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
Was the USSR responsible for deepening Cold War tensions surrounding the 

 Berlin Crisis? 
 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 

Read this carefully. It may help you to answer some of the questions. 
 

The Berlin Crisis on 28 June 1948, was the first major crisis of the Cold War, setting the stage for 
decades of tensions that were to follow. The USSR had already disagreed with Britain and the 
USA at Potsdam (July 1945) about what should be done with Germany. The Western Allies and 
USSR had different aims for what they wanted to do to Germany. Stalin wanted to destroy 
Germany. On the other side, Britain, France, and the USA wanted to rebuild Germany’s industries 
through economic reforms and not repeat the mistake of Versailles. These highlighted the stark 
differences between USA and USSR’s policies towards Germany. 
 
Was the USSR’s actions in the Berlin Crisis responsible for deepening Cold War tensions?  
 
 

Source A:     A cartoon titled “The Bird Watcher” by British cartoonist E.H. Shepard,  
                     published in Punch magazine on 14 July,1948.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Source A:     A cartoon titled “The Bird Watcher” by British cartoonist E.H. Shepard, published 
in Punch magazine on 14 July, 1948  
 

 



 
Source B: A Soviet commentary on the Berlin crisis, published in an international 

newspaper on 12 May 1949. 
      

The Crisis was planned in Washington, behind a smokescreen of anti-Soviet propaganda. In 
1948 there was danger of war. The conduct of the Western powers to strengthen the West 
German economy risked bloody incidents. However, in the Spring of 1949, the USA was 
forced to yield as their war plans had come to nothing because of the conduct of the USSR. 

 
 
 
Source C:       An extract from a memo written by Alexander Paniushkin, Soviet Ambassador                    
                        to the USA, to George Marshall, 14 July 1948.  
 

The interests of the Berlin population do not permit a situation where the introduction of the 
Marshall Plan would have similar benefits or validity in the Soviet zone just like in Eastern 
Europe. Moreover, the introduction of a separate monetary reform in West Germany, has placed 
Berlin and the whole Soviet zone of occupation in a predicament as it threatens to pour into 
Berlin and the Soviet zones of occupation. Hence, the Soviet Command has been therefore 
forced to adopt certain urgent measures for the protection of the interests of the German 
population and of the economy of the Soviet zone of occupation.  

 
 
 
 Source D:  

 
 
President Truman, speaking to the American media in 1949. 

      

When we combined our zones with Britain and France into a single economic unit and 
introduced the Marshall Plan and, a new currency in order to rebuild Germany, Stalin could not 
stop us. Nevertheless, he thought he could make a point by forcing us out of Berlin. However, 
we refused to be forced out of the city of Berlin. We demonstrated to the people of Europe that 
we would act and act resolutely when their freedom was threatened. Politically it brought the 
people of Western Europe close to us. The Berlin blockade was a move to test our ability and 
our will to resist. 

 

 
 Source E:  

 
A historian writing in 1984. 

      

The Berlin airlift was a considerable achievement but neither side gained anything from the 
confrontation. The USSR had not gained control of Berlin. The West had no guarantees that 
land communications would not be cut again. Above all, confrontation made both sides even 
more stubborn. 

 
 
 
Source F:  

 
 
 
A US Government report, June 1948. 

      

On 23 June, the Soviet authorities suspended all traffic into Berlin because of alleged technical 
difficulties. They also stopped *barge traffic on similar grounds. Shortly before midnight, the 
Soviet authorities issued orders to disrupt electric power from Soviet power plants to the 
Western sectors. Shortage of fuel was the reason given for this measure. 

*barge: A long flat-bottomed boat for carrying freight on canals and rivers, either under its own power or towed by 

another. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=ce68b03d4bb9be5f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG1006SG1006&q=flat-bottomed&si=AKbGX_rpiB5SI0gaPs4Uz3xaG0X4cja8TD5dgpd3RizGeV4tbeDwQ0EupUzVwHwOv1N3E7-syDI7S7RbBu9qPivCpsGtNVE0HHwwmSw0j7ofwtIfnzCTmO8%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiByNztlciFAxWa3TgGHQKyA50QyecJegQIRBAO
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=ce68b03d4bb9be5f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG1006SG1006&q=canals&si=AKbGX_qMqBjhUm3ZRWjCp4_5aZjJMycR1IlOvc1b_J0g1OyXKd-GdT6z2bsJ1DfslQHinB7JE6aO3SjUZgZ3cp0P1sa9fw98kg%3D%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiByNztlciFAxWa3TgGHQKyA50QyecJegQIRBAP
https://www.google.com/search?safe=active&sca_esv=ce68b03d4bb9be5f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1GCEA_enSG1006SG1006&q=towed&si=AKbGX_oRjcCPa5QPMQwD2ABTMArQ3yITKWBqKoLCtTnGSnBRcmQET_30vsRLNXDD0e46MaOFcXst9CwvLngEkVf99NI4Gdi4hw%3D%3D&expnd=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiByNztlciFAxWa3TgGHQKyA50QyecJegQIRBAQ


 
Section B: Essays 

 
Answer two questions. 

 
 

2 ‘The main reason the Malayan Union failed was because the Malays feared that 
they would be marginalised.’ How far do you agree with this statement? Explain 
your answer.  

 
    
  [10] 

  
 
 

 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
4              

‘The main aftermath of the Vietnam War in 1975 was that it led to the reduction 
of Cold War tensions.’ How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your 
answer.   
 
 
 
 ‘Gorbachev’s reforms were a failure’. How far do you agree with this statement?  
 Explain your answer.                                                   

 
 

   [10] 
 
 
 
 
  [10] 

  
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
~ End of Paper ~ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Copyright Acknowledgements: 
 
Source A:  https://asaphistory.com/tag/berlin-blockade/ 
Source B: Ben Welsh GCSE Modern World History, second edition (London: John Murray Publishers Ltd 2002). 
Source C: https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/b25274f2d807c2a6e7aef7579a022335/On-the-Front-Lines-of-the-Cold-War-2- 
                 Part2-web.pdf 
Source D: Ben Welsh GCSE Modern World History, second edition (London: John Murray Publishers Ltd 2002). 
Source E: Berlin 1948-9 & NATO Johndclare https://www.johndclare.net › cold_war9 
Source F: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Blockade 
 
 
Permission to reproduce items where third-party owned material protected by copyright is included has been sought and cleared 

clearance have unwittingly been included, the publisher will be pleased to make amends at the earliest possible opportunity. 
 

 
 

https://asaphistory.com/tag/berlin-blockade/
https://www.cia.gov/resources/csi/static/b25274f2d807c2a6e7aef7579a022335/On-the-Front-Lines-of-the-Cold-War-2-

